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My name is Chris Chadwick, and I have been a resident of Southwestern PA for the last 10 years. 
Although I am not native to Pennsylvania, I would like to share with you a few of my reasons for settling 
in Washington County, and why i feel as though the Oil and Gas industry has had a positive impact on 
the area in the time that I have been here. 

After college, I chose Southwestern PA as the place where I wanted to settle down because it was very 
appealing from the standpoint of job opportunities, low taxes, and what seemed to be an influx of 
people my age coming into the area. I have to say, one ofthe best decisions I have made in my adult life 
was choosing to settle in this area of Pennsylvania. This is also why, after getting married 4 years ago, 
my wife and I decided to stay in the area to start our family. My wife and I now have 2 young boys, and 
are excited to see them grow up in an area so rich in history, educational opportunities, and the chance 
for them to have access to all ofthe amazing outdoor activities available. These are also a few ofthe 
reasons that my three brothers have also settled down in the area to raise their families, and why my 
parents have retired to this area from Connecticut, where we grew up. 

There is one point I want to make perfectly clear. I work in the oil and gas industry, and the 
environment is very important to me and my family. I can say with absolute certainty that, if I thought 
that the oil and gas industry was not doing everything in their power to keep the environmental impact 
of their work to a minimum, I would not be writing this letter. 

I know that the biggest concern from local residents regarding the industry is the environmental impact 
it will have on the area. I would like to point out a few findings from the national non-profit group State 
Review of Oil & Natural Gas Environmental Regulations (STRONGER). This is a group whose primary goal 
is to assess each state's environmental regulations, and make them better wherever possible. 

• In the fall of 2013, the State Review of Oil & Natural Gas Environmental Regulations 
(STRONGER), national non-profit organization dedicated to assessing states' regulations and 
assisting in strengthening them, reported that safe shale development in the commonwealth is 
overseen by some ofthe nation's toughest regulations. 

• STRONGER determined that the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection's (DEP) 
Oil and Gas program is "well-managed, professional and meeting its program objectives." 

• This follows a September 2010 STRONGER report that called Pennsylvania's hydraulic fracturing 
regulations among the nation's most stringent. 

• Key excerpts from the 2013 report include: 
> The review team commends DEP for increasing its staff levels to address 

additional permitting, inspection and enforcement activities related to 
increased unconventional gas well development. Over the past four years, as 
unconventional gas well development has increased in Pennsylvania, the Office 
of Oil and Gas Management has increased its staff from 64 to 202 employees. 

> DEP is commended for its hydraulic fracturing program. Standards for well 
casing and cementing require that the operator conduct those activities to 
control the well at all times; prevent migration of gas or other fluids into sources 
of fresh groundwater; and prevent pollution of fresh groundwater. 

As someone who lives, works and plays in the area, this report makes me feel as though the regulations 
already in place are doing exactly what they were designed to do. I do not feel that adding more red 



tape and government interference to the industry will equate to any measurable environmental benefit. 
These proposed regulatory changes, in my eyes, will do little more than undercut Pennsylvania's ability 
to compete for capital. All that the proposed regulations will accomplish is adding new processes and 
more paperwork, neither of which will positively impact the environment. 

If many of these revisions are adopted, Pennsylvania will be risking its ability to compete for capital 
against other regions and states. 

• Special Concerned Species: Establishing the term "special concern species" in well permitting 
has no adequate basis in fact or law. No federal or state agencies have designated any species as 
"special concern," which raises substantial questions about how any such list is generated, what 
criteria are used to determine whether there is an impact to these species, and how DEP 
proposes to mitigate impacts to such species. The proposed rule creates tremendous 
uncertainty about a permit applicant's obligations with regard to an ever-changing and 
undefined list, and places Pennsylvania at a serious competitive disadvantage with respect to 
other states. 

• Abandoned Wells: MSC supports a rule that requires reasonable diligence to identify active, 
inactive, plugged, abandoned, and orphaned wells prior to hydraulic fracturing. The DEP's 
proposal, however, would lead to open-ended obligations for identifying these wells. 

• ''Better than Standard": I agree with the DEP's Technical Advisory Board, which states that it is 
"unreasonable to require the oil and gas industry to upgrade private water supplies, at industry 
expense, beyond that which existed pre-drilling." Nonetheless, this is precisely what was 
proposed under Act 13 and in DEP's newly-published regulations. Such an unnecessary double-
standard, which only applies to the oil and gas industry, would prove prohibitively costly and will 
hamstring our industry's ability to continue strong development in the Commonwealth. 

What it comes down to in the end is that all of these laws and regulations should be designed to 
promote a healthy working relationship between the Commonwealth and the Oil and Gas industry. 
Bogging down the system with overly-broad proposals, restrictions and laws does not promote a health 
relationship. Some lawmakers seem to think that the industry needs to be bullied into doing the right 
thing. It has been my experience that the workers in the industry, as well as the companies that they 
work for, want to keep Pennsylvania just as beautiful and clean as the people who live here. A big part 
of this is the fact that people working in the industry ARE the people who live in the area. 

The Oil and Gas Industry is not perfect, and I understand the importance of making sure that the 
appropriate regulations, checks and balances are in place. With this in mind, I urge you to not 
undermine the strong, consistent regulatory framework that is already in place. The Oil and Gas 
industry is here to stay, as long as we don't force them out. Please work to continue to build on the 
already cooperative relationship shared between the industry and the Commonwealth. 

Respectfully, 
Chris Chadwick 
SunnySide Supply 
1830 Rout 18 
Smith Township, PA 15078 

Home Address: 
479 Georgetown Road, Box 52 
Lawrence, PA 15055 


